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Abstract:  
It is important to build and promote the new concept of religious harmony so as to meet the challenges posed by 
religious diversity in a globalized world. On the basis of recognizing religious diversity and differences, all religions 
should enhance mutual understanding and empathy through dialogue, shoulder the common responsibility of 
upholding peace and justice through cooperation, and foster intra- and inter-religious harmony and harmony between 
the religious community and the larger society. It is imperative to promote the principle of “harmony without 
uniformity” and learn to respect each other and jointly shoulder social responsibilities. The use of religion for ill 
purposes should be opposed and religious extremism should be guarded against.  
© 2012 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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In today's globalized world, growing exchanges and interactions between religions and a stronger trend 
towards religious diversity are bringing about new opportunities and challenges to religious relations. On 
the one hand, as exchanges among different religions are becoming more frequent, more opportunities are 
provided to religions to conduct mutual learning and strengthen cooperation. In the history of all humanity, 
particularly in some countries and regions in the east, we have already accumulated ample experience and 
wisdom in regard to cultural diversity. On the other hand, challenges such as religious disputes or even 
conflicts are rising even as the trend towards religious diversity is driving forward exchanges and 
cooperation. In some countries and regions, religious distrust is growing almost as a result of religious 
diversification, aggravating people's worries over new religious conflicts. 
Faced with opportunities and challenges, governments, religious communities and other relevant 
parties need to shoulder responsibilities and advocate religious harmony, resolve religious disputes and 
conflicts, promote social harmony, and uphold world peace. This is the theme of my speech today. 
By religious harmony, I mean the harmonious and common development within and between 
individual religions as well as between the religious community and the larger society which is realized 
through the dialogue-generated enhancement of mutual understanding and empathy and the sharing of the 
common responsibilities of peace and justice on the precondition of recognizing religious diversity and 
differences. Within a religion, it is important to approach issues of faith and doctrine with tolerance, and 
enhance coordination and cooperation between different denominations. When addressing inter-religious 
issues , we should respect and accommodate each other, enhance empathy through dialogue and build 
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.
Selection and/or peer-review under responsibility of Beijing Forum
211 Wang Zuo’an /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  77 ( 2013 )  210 – 213 
trust through cooperation. In handling relations between religious groups and governments, we need to be 
committed to the freedom of religious belief and the separation of church and state. We need to ensure 
that religious groups and governments fulfill their respective obligations and promote virtuous interactions 
between them. The religious communities should adapt to social progress and development by making 
self-readjustments, obey secular laws, respect public customs and contribute to social development by 
putting into full play their unique advantages. 
Freedom of religious belief is a common consensus of the international community and also the 
precondition and foundation for religious harmony. Without it, there will be no religious harmony to 
speak of. However, we are aware that freedom of religious belief alone does not preclude hatred or 
conflicts among religions. Religious harmony takes the freedom a step further to offer us a new vision 
with which to address religious disputes and conflicts. 
There are many ways to realize religious harmony, among which religious dialogue is an important one. 
Only when religious harmony is considered the highest spiritual objective can the dialogue have clear 
direction and inexhaustible drive. We need to start from now, start with ourselves, start with small steps, 
and push towards this goal in an unyielding spirit. 
To promote religious harmony, we need to advocate the idea of “harmony without uniformity.” 
There is one saying in the Doctrine of the Mean of the Book of Rites which goes,” All things on earth 
grow together without one doing harm to another and all doctrines in the world develop in parallel with 
each other without coming into conflict.” This is an accurate expression of “harmony without uniformity.” 
The idea of “harmony without uniformity”, a high spiritual accomplishment in itself, is the kernel of 
religious harmony. Many religions have developed in parallel and in harmony in China for thousands of 
years. The most important reason is that all Chinese religions embrace the culture of harmony. We know 
that the flourishing of one means the flourishing of all and the demise of one the demise of all. Therefore, 
we accommodate and look out for each other. My bowl of rice is your bowl of rice. You are well, so I am 
well, so everybody is well. The word “harmony” is of vital importance in the concept of “harmony 
without uniformity”, yet it is not realized by way of forced uniformity. On the contrary, it is achieved on 
the basis of respecting diversity and difference in culture and faith. In cooking we make different flavors 
work together and in composing music we make different notes work together. If we force uniformity or 
use one religious culture to reshape another, the end product will surely be disputes or conflicts. As Mr. 
Shi Bo, a thinker in the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046-771 BC), remarked, “Harmony procreates and 
sameness kills.” Only when religious differences are recognized and their legitimacy respected, can 
different religions enjoy their respective growth and develop in harmony. The call for cultural diversity is 
more and more popular in today's world. Yet it is very difficult to realize. There are hopes that 
inspirations can be drawn from the Eastern culture, which champions uniformity-less harmony.  
To promote religious harmony, we must learn to respect each other. Religions of the world, large 
or small, old or new, are no better or worse than one another. Racism and cultural ego-centrism have no 
popular support. Yet it seems that few people dare to say anything on religious supremacy. As a matter of 
fact, religious equality and non-discrimination became consensus long ago. The problem is that many 
things happening in reality are quite unsettling. Since Christian churches have bell towers, Islamic 
mosques should have their minarets. Laws, conventions and other instruments alone cannot ensure real 
religious equality. Different religions need to learn to respect each other. Like people, religions also need 
to show due respect to each other. When you threaten to burn the scriptures of another religion, you are 
lighting the flame of hatred and conflict. Without respect, dialogue and exchanges will be difficult. 
Without dialogue and exchanges, there will be no understanding or cooperation to speak of. One dead 
knot for interfaith dialogue is that each religion claims that it holds absolute truth and no truth exists 
beyond itself. In fact, truth exists in objective terms and the lived reality serves as the only criterion for 
truth. Every religion has the right to pursue truth. There are many non-interfering roads leading to truth, as 
to Rome. To seize truth for one's own and obstruct others’ pursuit for truth is in itself against truth. 
Religious harmony can be understood as friendly coexistence among different religions. It is not 
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necessary to have winners in every race. One should forgive others whenever it is possible, because one 
step back earns you a broader way ahead. It is said in the Bible that if you are stricken by someone on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. If we are tolerant to such an extent, the conflicts in the world will 
be halved. If religions are more inclusive and less exclusive, it will be easier for us to live together. And 
our coexistence is after all what religions should strive for in the first place. 
To promote religious harmony, we should shoulder social responsibilities together. Religion 
appeared at the very beginning of civilization and constitutes a major part of it. The role played by 
religion changes as civilization develops. In the face of the trend towards a multi-polar world and 
economic globalization, all religions need to join hands, share responsibilities, perform good deeds and 
contribute to world peace, social stability and people's well-being. We are currently inundated with a great 
many global issues, including natural disasters, starvation and the spread of diseases, local conflicts, 
terrorist activities and social turbulences. In all these, religion can play a positive role. Religions prove 
their value not only through moral edification and spiritual purification but also through taking social 
responsibilities. There is no exception. When every religion steps forward and assumes responsibilities, 
the effect will exponentially increase. A great thinker in ancient China by the name of Xunzi pointed out, 
“Harmony gives rise to unity; unity gives rise to strength. When combining strengths we gain power and 
with this power we conquer.” With this observation, Xunzi is saying that individual forces add up to 
invincible power if they manage successfully to live in harmony. The sharing of responsibilities and the 
experience of working together will generate mutual trust and respect among different religious groups. 
To promote religious harmony, we need to oppose any use of religion for ill purposes. Deeply 
rooted in today's world, religion is intertwined with political, economic, social, ethnic and other issues and 
shows a particular complexity. In the past and at present, there have always been groups and individuals 
who seek to exploit faith for dark purposes. A country may use religion to interfere in the internal affairs 
of another. A group may engage in activities aimed at sabotaging national unity and territorial integrity 
under the pretext of religion. An individual may undermine others’ rights and social stability under the 
banner of religion. All these behaviors not only discredit faith but also harm public interests. All religions 
should protect the purity of faith and give back to religion its original face, so as to eliminate any room for 
evil doings by groups or individuals. Today's world is marred by continued disputes due to political 
motives and economic interests and frequent conflicts on territorial, resources and ethnic issues. Religion 
should help to promote reconciliation and resolve disputes. We should prevent religious factors from 
becoming part of the disputes or conflicts, as it will only make the situation more complex and the issues 
more difficult to resolve. We should also resist and condemn the use of religion as a banner to provide 
sacred ground to conflicts. 
To promote religious harmony, we need to guard against religious extremism. All religions seek 
peace, oppose violence, champion universal love and preach goodness. However, when people veer away 
from the right path, they might become susceptible to bigotry and fanaticism and eventually fall into the 
traps of extremism. The incitement of hatred or even terrorist activities under the banner of religion is 
terribly destructive and has come to threaten the whole world. Religious extremism has deep historical 
and social roots. The international community should commit itself to establishing a new international 
political order of justice, promote common development and prosperity and remove the breeding ground 
of extremism. In addition, all religions should tap into their doctrines and carry forward tenets of love, 
compassion, moderation and restraint. They should also take it on themselves to resist and prevent any 
development towards extremism, maintain internal order and take an unequivocal stance against terrorism. 
At the sametime, we should not attribute terrorism to any single religion as that will lead to more hatred. 
Finally, we need to prevent double standard in fighting extremism and terrorism. Otherwise, we are lifting 
rocks only to drop on our own feet, benefiting nobody in the process. 
The trend towards a multi-polar world and globalization have ushered us into an age of global village 
where we live in inter-dependence and with interconnected interests. It can be said that one country's 
mountains are easily the window-scene of another. The Beijing Forum takes as its theme “The Harmony 
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of Civilization and Prosperity for All” in an active response to the mounting social responsibilities to be 
fulfilled by various countries and regions, groups and individuals. Religious diversity is not to be feared. 
Religions conflicts are not unavoidable. It is only that we need to tackle them with the right attitude and in 
an active manner. Promoting favorable interfaith relations and embracing the concept of “religious 
harmony” is one crucial step towards the building of a harmonious world of lasting peace and common 
prosperity. To recap my talk in one sentence: religious harmony should be a fresh concept in our age of 
globalization.  
